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We welcome our newly installed Team Rector, The Revd Dr Jennifer Brown, to celebrate and preach at Mass today

New Beginnings

As | write this, my first cover piece as Rector of Abingdon-on-Thames, | want to start by thanking all those who
contributed to the service at which | was inducted and installed in the role and all those who attended the service. It
was wonderful to have so many there to support me as | step into this new role.

As part of the service, the new Rector reads out the notices (which strikes me as a very Anglican thing to do!), and
although | gave only notices for services and activities happening in the 7 days following the service, it was still a fairly
long list. This demonstrates what a vibrant and active parish we have — something that | believe is a real blessing.

My ministry as Rector is beginning at a particularly busy time in the Church’s year, as we approach the season of
Remembrance, followed by Advent, and then Christmas and Epiphany. This, again, is a time when it becomes evident
just how active our three churches are, as we hold extra services and engage in different forms of outreach to the local
community. | am looking forward to playing a more active role in the various services and events that our churches
have going on during these seasons than | was able to as Associate Priest. Looking further ahead, | hope that we can
reflect and work together to build on the good things that are already happening within the parish to grow spiritually,
deepen our relationships within and across our congregations, and share the joy of the kingdom of God in Abingdon.
The Revd Dr Jen Brown, Rector
CLOCKS GO BACK 1 HOUR on Saturday night, strictly speaking at 2 am on Sunday 26 October, the last Sunday in
October. The UK is then on Greenwich Mean Time until next March.

PAULINE BURREN RIP Pauline Burren, a long-time member of St Nicolas’ congregation died on Wednesday 14 October.
She and her husband, John, moved to a nursing home in Worcestershire to be nearer to family. John died in July 2024.

Pauline served on the St Nicolas’ DCC, the Parochial Church Council and Deanery Synod. Readers may remember
that Pauline organised a number of the “St Nicolas’ Day” lunches at Coseners House. Some readers may remember
the “Ladies Lunches” that Pauline organised, shared meals with a wide variety of guest speakers. She was also the
driving force behind the Abingdon Craft Fair. She also had other key roles in the Abingdon Civic Society — The Friends
of Abingdon. This quotation is from the Summer 2015 of the Friends of Abingdon Newsletter. Pauline and John both
stood down from the Council of the Society in June 2015.

Pauline Burren first became involved with the Friends in 1980 when she started to run Craft Fairs for us. She
continued to do this for nearly 30 years, bringing in a total of over £300,000 for our funds. As if this wasn’t
enough, she also took on the roles of Membership Secretary and Events organizer — her outings and social events
were always popular. Three years ago she introduced the concept of an annual “Founders Lunch” in May so it
was fitting that this year’s [2015] was the last event she organized for us.
May she rest in peace and rise in glory.
PRINTING This announcement appeared in the St Helen’s Church newsletter for Sunday 19 October. “As we now
only have one printer, three working days’ notice is required for all printing requests sent to the Parish Centre Office.
Thank you.”
SUNDAY WORSHIP AT ST HELEN’S CHURCH St Helen’s will live-stream their 10.30 am Eucharist through Zoom. The
Zoom link is available from the Parish Administrator. A recording of the sermon (audio and video) will be made
available after the service on the St Helen’s web site (https://abingdonparish.org.uk/StH/StH publications.html).

There won't be a Taizé Prayer service in November (this would fall on Remembrance Sunday) so the following

Taizé Prayer service will be on Sunday 14 December in St Helen’s Church at 5.30 pm.
MORNING PRAYER is normally held at 9.10 am on weekdays at St Helen’s Church.
FAITH FORUM The October Faith Forum will be on 26 October in the Parish Centre. Our speaker will be Sr Lizzie Ruth
from the Community of St Mary the Virgin, Wantage. Sr Lizzie Ruth will be speaking on Lectio Divina and Meditation
on the Scriptures. A buffet lunch will be served from 12.20 pm, and the talk will begin at 12.45 pm. We would be
grateful if a few people could come a bit early to help with setting up. The Zoom link for the meeting is:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/[/85645633324?pwd=LYbJpGrcapTWk1ZfNJ9VRg4ILHZMda.1
Meeting ID: 856 4563 3324
Passcode: 656494

A recording of the first talk in the autumn series, Prayer by Margaret Adam, is now available on the parish web site
https://abingdonparish.org.uk/P_faith forum.html
INTERCESSION LISTS The names on the intercession list are revised from time to time. Accordingly the current list
will be revised from 2 November. If you have submitted names to the list, please let Eileen Duckett know by this
Sunday, Sunday 26 October if you would like those names to be retained. If you would like to submit new names to
the list, please also let Eileen know by this date. Contact: eileenduckett27@gmail.com / 07522 378 376.




INTERCESSORS AND READERS’ ROTAS There are now only four people who regularly lead the intercessions at
Sunday Mass. This is an important lay ministry in the church and hence this appeal for more people to join the rota.
If you are interested in doing so, please speak to Sue Scott. Also if you are interested in joining the readers’ rota,
please contact to Sue, email: suescott719@gmail.com.

FROM THE BISHOPS is the title of a monthly online column from our four bishops. The fourth post is by

Scales fall from our eyes by Bishop Dave for Black History Month. He reflects on how our call to racial justice finds its
origin in the cross of Jesus Christ. https://oxford.anglican.org/who-we-are/bishops-and-senior-staff/from-the-
bishops/

FESTIVALS AT ST MICHAEL’S DURING OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER

Sunday 2 November All Saints Sunday, followed by presentation of the budget for 2026

Monday 3 November  All Souls’ Sung Requiem Mass, 7pm

Sunday 9 November Remembrance Sunday The 9.30 am Sung Mass will include an Act of Remembrance

Sunday 23 November  Christ the King Renewal of stewardship offerings at the 9.30 am Sung Mass
The date for the budget presentation has now been confirmed. The treasurer will be presenting the budget for 2026
to the congregation after Sunday Mass on Sunday 2 November.

ALL SAINTS AND ALL SOULS' DAYS All Saints’ will be kept in the parish on Sunday 2 November.

There will be two different opportunities to remember the Faithful Departed in the parish. On Sunday 2
November at 5.30 pm there will be a non-Eucharistic parish service of Commemoration of the Faithful Departed at
St Helen's. This service is a special opportunity to remember in prayer, and by having names read and a candle lit,
departed loved ones. There will be a list in each church on the 19, and 26 of October for those to be remembered. If
you would like a loved remembered in the St Helen's service, please add their name to the list. All are welcome to
attend this service, but you do not need to attend the service to have a loved one's name read out in memory.

There will be a Sung Requiem Mass at St Michael’s Church on Monday 3 November at 7 pm where we will
remember our loved ones, and those who have died in the past year, and pray for all the faithful departed. Keith
Bowman is collating the list of people to be remembered. There is a separate list in church for this, do please add
names to this as soon as possible. As is our custom this will be a fresh list. No names will be automatically carried
over from last year. For logistical reasons we ask that names be provided by Sunday 26 October at the latest. If you
are not able to come to church, please give names to Keith either by email keithdm.bowman@btinternet.com or
phone 01235 528962.

SILENT REFLECTIONS will be held on Tuesday 28 October at 7.30 pm. Sue Sheppy will provide material for our
reflections on the theme: A Fine Balance. We meet initially in the church room. Parking permits are available for use
in Park Road.

AGNOSTICS ANONYMOUS The Next Meeting of the Agnostics Anonymous open discussion group will take place
from 6 pm on Tuesday 28 October in the Parish Centre. The Revd Professor John Barton will lead the discussion on
the theme ‘Why do Christians bother with the Old Testament?’. There will be time for questions and discussion after
his talk, and the event will finish about 7.1 5pm. Everyone welcome.

LICENSED LAY MINISTERS ANNUAL SERVICE AND LICENSING This year the Annual Service take place at Christ Church
Cathedral on Saturday 1 November starting at 11 am. The service will be live-streamed on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rgaNKB4fBdo. From an announcement about the service:

This great occasion has two purposes - to admit new candidates to the office of Reader in the Church of England

and Licence them as Lay Ministers in the Diocese of Oxford, and also to provide an opportunity for all Lay

Ministers who hold a bishop’s licence or a certificate of permission to officiate, to renew their promises and

rededicate themselves to their ministry. Bishop Gavin will lead the service and Andrew Blyth, Director of Mission

and Ministry, will Preach.
This year Linda Hobbs from our parish will be licensed as an LLM. We should also remember the other LLMs in our
parish, Gwen Bevington and Sue Holligan, in our prayers.
THE OXFORD WAITS are giving a performance of 17th century music (dance tunes, songs) and readings on Saturday
1 November at 7.30 in St Helen's Church. This will be a fun, light hearted evening for all ages, with refreshments
available. Come yourselves and bring your friends. Tickets £15 adults (under 16 free) available from Ticketsource,
The Bookstore, and at the door.
MOVING INTO STILLNESS: circle dancing to Taizé chants with silent interludes on Thursday 6 November in the
church room from 9.45 — 10.45 am before the regular circle dancing session at 11 am. Elizabeth Mitchell will be the
teacher. No prior experience/partner needed. Tea and coffee will be provided between the two sessions. Parking
permits are available for use in Park Road.




ST MICHAELS’ CHRISTMAS FAIR 2025 Please join us for our annual Christmas Fair on Saturday 8 November from 10
am until 2.30 pm. There will be an exciting range of craft and gift stalls plus a raffle with generous prizes. Cakes,
bottles, books, plants and bric-a-brac will be on sale and there will be live music and activities for children. All
welcome. Proceeds to church funds and homeless charity Emmaus.
Please help us make the event a success:
e We still need a few more people to run stalls even if only for part of the day.
e Please help us to set up on Friday 7 November at 2 pm for a couple of hours.
e Please deliver some flyers.
Please donate:
e Bottles (full) for the bottle stall
e Plants
e Cakes, jams and chutneys
e Books and Puzzles
e Good quality bric-a-brac (which can now be left at the back of the church)
Please lend us:
e Picnic tables for refreshments
OXFORD CENTRE FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH (OCSG) Places are now available for OCSG's forthcoming event entitled
‘Piers Plowman and Medieval Spirituality — The life and works of William Langland’, on Saturday 8 November, from
10.30 am -3 .00 pm. The event will be held at St Michael at the North Gate Church, in Oxford. A Study Day led by
Professor Lawrence Warner — Medieval English Literature, King’s College London. There will be three talks with a
lunchbreak inbetween. For more details, please refer to the event's page on the following link:
https://www.ocsg.uk.net/event/william-langland-and-piers-plowman/. Tickets are available now also this link
(advertised prices: in person £25, on-line £10).
“BEGOTTEN NOT MADE” — THE FOURTH CENTURY DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY A study day at Pusey House Oxford on
Saturday 8 November at 10 am. “Begotten not made, of one being with the Father...“ is a crucial but perplexing
phrase in the Nicene Creed. What does it mean, why was it so important (and controversial) and how did we end up
with the doctrine of the Trinity? A complete lack of previous experience or study is assumed, although clergy, lay
readers or others with some knowledge will still find much of interest. ‘There is no formal charge for the event, but
card donations will be encouraged on the day to support the work of Pusey House on a “Pay What You Want” basis.
If you plan to come please do book via the website so we know to expect you (and help ensure we don’t run out of
nice biscuits).” For more details and booking see:
https://ordinarytheology.com/event/the-fourth-century-formation-of-the-doctrine-of-the-trinity-2/
MUSIC AT ST MICHAEL'S. On Sunday 9 November at 3 pm, The Pavliova Wind Quintet, together with Glynne Butt
(piano), will be returning to St Michael’s to perform an exciting programme of music including the famous Mozart
Quintet for Piano and Winds. Tickets £12, Accompanied children under 16 free. Available by card/cash at the door or
from https://www.trybooking.com/uk/FFRF Please bring your family and friends to this wonderful event — a concert
not to be missed!
STUDY DAYS AT ST THEOSEVIA CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY, OXFORD Some readers might be interested
in two forthcoming study days:
Saturday 15 November, 10.30 am - 4.00 pm: Study Day: Perspectives on the Book of Genesis, with Professor John
Day (OT scholar), Professor David Taylor (St Ephrem on Genesis) and Revd Canon Dr Will Lamb (on Marilynne
Robinson's recent book Reading Genesis)
Saturday 29 November, 10.30 am - 4.00 pm: Study Day celebrating the 1700th anniversary of the Nicene Creed
(AD 325) with Rt Revd Dr NT Wright (NT scholar), Revd Professor John Behr (Orthodox theologian) and Revd Dr
Andrew Teal (on visiting Nicaea today).
St Theosevia’s is an ecumenical centre based in St Theosevia’s House, 2 Canterbury Road, Oxford. For further details
see https://sttheosevia.org/
ABINGDON PASSION PLAY The Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday 22 November at 7 pm at The Barn,
Christ Church, Northcourt Road, 0X14 1PL. The programme will include a performance by the Abingdon Community
Choir, a talk from Jackie Sheppard on the new TV Series TESTAMENT, and pizza and refreshments. There is no charge for
this event and no need to book. https://www.abingdonpassionplay.co.uk/
CHRISTMAS CHEER An informal concert for all ages by Abingdon Chorale, director: Tim Robson, at St
Michael’s on Saturday 29 November at 4 pm. in aid of The Abingdon Bridge. Tickets £10 (£2.50 under
16s) from https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-abingdon-bridge
CiA NEWS A printed copy of the October issue is on display on the notice board by the Welcome desk
shortly. It is also available to download from https://abingdonparish.org.uk/P _communications.html.
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PATHWAYS The summer issue of the Diocese of Oxford magazine is available online at
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/pathways/ Printed copies are available in church.

A CANDLE IN THE WINDOW The October edition of the Parish Magazine will be available to download this Sunday,
12 October from https://abingdonparish.org.uk/P_window.php. Information, education, entertainment etc. Earlier
issues are also available to download via this link.

LOOKING AHEAD

Saturday 9 May 2026 at 6 pm, Wantage Academy Brass are returning to St Michael’s, earlier in the year than before,
for another fundraising concert for The Abingdon Bridge and TARIRO — Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe.

Worship

October The celebrants and preachers for the next few weeks are: 26 October, The Revd Dr Jennifer Brown; 2
November, The Revd Rosalind Rutherford; 9 November, Canon Ruth Pyke, 16 November, Fr AKMA.

Tuesday is the festival of Simon and James Apostles. There are two commemorations during the week:
Wednesday, James Hannington, bishop, martyr, 1885, and Friday: Martin Luther, reformer, 1546. All Saints’ Day (1
November) will be kept in the parish, as in many churches nowadays, on Sunday 2 November.

The State Visit of King Charles Il to The Vatican A State Visit to the Vatican by King Charles and Queen Camilla had
been planned for April as part of their State Visit to Italy. In the event the health of the late Pope Francis meant this
had to be cancelled though the King and Queen did pay a private visit to Pope Francis. As readers will know from the
press the State Visit has been re-arranged for Thursday 23 October. Although this visit will have taken place before
Sunday 26 October, it was in the future when this piece was written on Monday 20 October.

The visit will focus on two key themes: Christian Unity and care for the environment. The programme will include
an ecumenical service in the Sistine Chapel at midday (Italian time) . 2025 marks the 10'" anniversary of Laudato Si’,
the encyclical of Pope Francis, subtitled "on care for our common home”. The Archbishop of York will also participate
in the service. The choirs of St George’s Chapel Windsor and His Majesty’s Chapel Royal will join the choir of the
Sistine Chapel in providing music for the service. At the time of writing an order of service does not appear to have
been published, but from Vatican press releases it seems that this service will include a hymn by St Ambrose of Milan
in English translation by St John Henry Newman. The King attended the canonisation of Newman in 2019 and at a
Mass on 1 November (All Saints’ Day) this year, Pope Leo will officially declare Newman a Doctor of the Church.
Including Newman, the title Doctor of the Church has been conferred on 34 men and 4 women, the first being
Gregory the Great (d. 604) and the second, Ambrose of Milan (d. 397). Newman is only the second English-born
Doctor of the Church, the first being the Venerable Bede who was declared Doctor of the Church in 1899.

Newman translated a number of hymns attributed to St Ambrose of Milan and it isn’t clear which one will be sung
in the service. | think the first one below seems appropriate to the theme, or maybe the second, but, as the saying
goes, other options are available.

O God the Lord of place and time,

Who orderest all things prudently,
Brightening with beams the opening prime,
And burning in the midday sky:

Quench thou the fires of hate and strife,
The wasting fever of the heart;

From perils guard our feeble life,

And to our souls thy peace impart.

Or maybe:
Come, Holy Ghost, Who ever One
Art with the Father and the Son;
Come, Holy Ghost, our souls possess
With Thy full flood of holiness.

From the website of the Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales, “A ‘Doctor of the Church’ is a man or
woman of great holiness and learning whose teaching and wisdom not only resonated with their own
contemporaries, but still illuminates, instructs and inspires today.” As a modern translation of an Office Hymn from
the Common of Doctors, composed by Ambrose, puts it:



Masters of learning were your eager servants,
Stars of great splendour with but one ambition,
Deeper to ponder teaching that might show us
Life ever blessed.

All tongues should praise you, Jesus. Lord and Master,
Who lavish treasures through your Holy Spirt,

By words and writings of the Church’s Doctors,

Flame ever fruitful.

In the afternoon there will be a series of private meetings with representatives of the churches, organisations,
and businesses, about the environment. Afterwards the King and Queen will travel to the Basilica of Saint Paul
Outside the Walls, which maintains historical ties with the British Crown and its adjacent Benedictine Abbey. The
Abbey’s coat of arms includes the insignia of the Order of the Garter. To mark the occasion, King Charles will be
formally named Royal Confrater of Saint Paul by Cardinal James Michael Harvey and Abbot Donato Ogliari, with the
approval of Pope Leo XIV. A Vatican Press release attributed this comment to Archbishop Pace, Secretary of the
Dicastery [Vatican department] for Promoting Christian Unity, “It is a sigh of honour and spiritual communion.”
According to a BBC News update on Thursday morning, just before this pew leaflet was published, King will make
Pope Leo a Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath

Depending on information released, there might be a part 2 to this piece in the next issue, Sunday 2 November.
Black History Month A collect for Black History Month:

Compassionate God, who sent Jesus Christ to deliver us from all manner of injustices and inequalities,
create in us new hearts and enlarged visions, to see the image of God in every person irrespective of
background, race and ethnicity. May we be generous in our love of others as we work towards ending
misunderstanding, racism and injustice; creating communities of human flourishing,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, ...
Prayers during the Season of Vacancies
The prayer below is the prayer used for the appointment of a new Archbishop of Canterbury. But it is not entirely
inappropriate as Fr Paul’s official retirement date of 31 October approaches and the next stage of ministry in the
parish of Abingdon is discerned.

Heavenly Father, shepherd of your Church,

send us a faithful pastor to lead with wisdom, courage, and love,

proclaiming your Gospel, celebrating the sacraments,

and guiding your people in unity and truth.

Strengthen your Church, we pray, and direct us in your ways; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Prayers for the Peace of the World
The prayer for Israel and Gaza was adapted from a prayer written by Tearfund. The prayer for Ukraine was written
by the Bishop of Oxford.

Heavenly Father, who sent your son Jesus to be our
Prince of Peace,

We thank you for the agreement between Israel and
Hamas. We pray that this would bring lasting peace to
the whole region, and that you would restore hope to
the hopeless.

We pray that Israel would allow a flood of aid to freely
enter Gaza.

We pray for a lasting ceasefire, and that the peace plan
is implemented fully by all parties, so that Israelis and
Palestinians can live in peace and with dignity.

Our hearts break for the millions of people who’ve
endured relentless violence and conflict, and we ask
that you restore them to life in all its fullness.

For all those who are suffering, starving and mourning,
we ask that help would reach them quickly —and that
you would be their comfort, their healer and their safe
refuge. In Jesus’ name, Amen

Please pray for:
e Steven and Gavin our bishops in this diocese;

God of compassion,

Have mercy this day on the people of Ukraine.
Restore to them the gift of peace.

Grant wisdom to the governments of the world.
Bring good in the midst of evil and suffering,
For the sake of Jesus Christ your Son,

Who gave his life to bring peace to your world
Amen.

e Stephen, Archbishop of York, and Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury designate;
e Charles, our King, Her Majesty the Queen, and all the royal family;



e giving thanks for all who have helped with services and other aspects of church life during the vacancy and
all who contribute to the worship, fellowship, and outreach of our churches;

e the ministry of the three churches of our parish

e all who will attend services in the coming seasons of Remembrance, Advent, and Christmas, that they may
encounter the living Christ;

e Linda Hobbs, preparing for her licensing as a Licensed Lay Minister on 1 November and the LLMs in our
parish Gwen Bevington and Sue Holligan;

e the suffering, especially those who are known to us and who are on our prayer list;

e all who have recently departed, and all whose year’s mind falls at this time;

e people living in: Manor Court, Marina Way, Market Place and Marsh Court.

Eucharistic Lectionary

Sun Ecclesiasticus Ps 84.1-7 2 Timothy 4.6-8, 16-18 | Luke 18.9-14

Last Sunday after 35.12-17

Trinity

Mon Romans 8.12-17 Ps 68.1-6 Luke 13.10-17

Tues Isaiah 28.14-16 Ps 119.89-96 Ephesians 2.19-end John 15.17-end

Simon and Jude,

Apostles

Wed Romans 8.26-30 Ps 13 Luke 15.17-end

Thur Romans 8.31-end Ps 109.20-26, 29- Luke 13.31-end

30

Fri Romans 9.1-5 Ps 147.13-end Luke 14.1-6

Sat Romans 11.1-2, 11- | Ps 94.14-19 Luke 14.1,7-11
12, 25-29

Collect (Last Sunday after Trinity)

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: help us so to hear them, to read, mark,
learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for
ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Prayer after Communion (Last Sunday after Trinity)

God of all grace, your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry with the bread of his life and the word of his kingdom: renew
your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness sustain us by your true and living bread; who is alive
and reigns, now and for ever.

Collect (Simon and Jude, Apostles)

Almighty God, who built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ himself as
the chief cornerstone: so join us together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, that we may be made a holy temple
acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, ... Amen.

Some On-line Resources for Worship
A Church Near You Live Streamed events

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/live-stream/?tags=Live stream&diocese=27

Parish Communications and Links http://www.abingdonparish.org.uk/P communications.html

St Michael’s Prayer and Worship resources page https://abingdonparish.org.uk/StM/StM_worship resources.html

St Michael’s Publications page https://abingdonparish.org.uk/StM/StM publications.html

Oxford Cathedral: Livestream events will appear on the cathedral’s YouTube channel, see
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqgz919-LbZJAPGtjeOgQbbsg.

The University Church of St Mary the Virgin (Oxford) live stream, see https://www.youtube.com/c/UniversityChurch/featured

Community of the Resurrection: live streaming and recordings of the community’s daily round of prayer and praise
https://www.facebook.com/Join-with-us-103095121647089. Details of services can be found at the facebook page
and also at the Community web site, https://mirfield.org.uk/live-streaming/. On Sundays Mass starts around 8.10
am, after Matins at 7.30 am.

Walsingham In addition to the daily live-streaming of Shrine Prayers at 6 pm (5pm on Saturdays). the Sunday Mass is
live-streamed (usually at 7.30 am, but check the web site).

https://www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/whatson-2/livestream/
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