
 

 

 

 

Minutes of Annual District Church Meeting held by Zoom at 11.45am on Passion Sunday, 21 March 2021.   

1) Present: The Rector (Rev Dr Charles Miller); Canon Charles Masheder; Rev Roslind Rutherford, Rev 

Sok Han Yong, and parishioners on another 31 screens (possibly 40 persons in all). 

2) The Rector opened the meeting with prayer at 11.48 am. 

3) Apologies: none received. 

4) Minutes of the ADCM held on 4 October 2020. A clarification is needed at item 8, that Susan Read 

(treasurer) and Steve Thomas are the elected trustees of the TDSHC. Acceptance of the minutes 

prop L Hobbs, sec R Bough, carried unanimously with one abstention.    

5) Matter arising from the 2020 minutes: The Rector said he wrongly stated that elected DCC 

members are on a rolling three-year cycle. This applies to PCC members, but DCC members are 

elected for a one-year term. 

6) Electoral roll. Gill Titcombe reported that the 2020 update was completed in 2021. As normal 

procedures cannot be followed at present, forms are currently on the website, with a notice on the 

pew leaflets. The updated roll should be displayed after 2 April on the church notice-board. We lost 

11 from the roll in 2020 and had no gains, putting us at 217. (The Rector is aware of new 

applications pending.) 

The Rector thanked Gill for her work. The new roll will be formally registered on 29 April at the 

APCM; Gill is working closely with Richard Kirby. It has not been an easy year for them. 

7) Elections.   

i) Nominations for two churchwardens:  Geoff Meen and Linda Hobbs (both prop 

Gwen Bevington, seconded Sue Pemberton). There were no other nominations so 

both were duly elected. Charles thanked both for their “sterling silver service”. The 

last year had required many extraordinary duties, arising from both lockdown and 

ceiling repairs.  

ii) Nominations for pro-wardens: Chris Jefferis and Rob Bough (both prop. Linda Hobbs, 

sec. Alexandra Green). Again, both were elected and will also be members of the 

DCC. Charles explained that Chris’s portfolio is primarily for the reordering, Rob’s to 

contribute legal expertise. Both serve on the standing committee. 

iii) DCC members include ex-officio wardens, pro-wardens, Carol Worthington as a 

member of Diocesan Synod, and our deanery synod rep (Alexandra Green). Both 

Carol and Alexandra are still serving a rolling term. Carol’s ends in November, but 

she hopes to continue. Rev Rosalind Rutherford pointed out that we need both our 

two deanery synod reps, especially as they will be electing to General Synod. Charles 

said that deanery synod reps can now be elected by the PCC (not just from 

APCM/ADCM), following a change to the church representation rules, so we have 

time to find another.  

Those elected to the DCC for a year were: Sue Pemberton and Jill Gant (both prop 

Linda Hobbs, sec Alexandra Green); Margaret Horton (prop L Hobbs, sec E Simpson); 



Norman Gee (prop M Horton, sec S Pemberton); Alex Titcombe (prop G Titcombe, 

sec L Hobbs) and Elizabeth Simpson (prop R Bough, sec J Gant).     

iv) Sidespeople continue, with no current additions. 

v) PCC: There is one nomination, for Susan Read (prop Steve Thomas, sec M Horton) – 

duly elected. 

8) Susan Read presented the Treasurer’s report – previously circulated, and with additional slides. We 

have lost income through Covid, for which furlough money has not made up. We know why 2020 

was a bad year financially, with loss of fund-raising, lettings and fees income, but hope for 

improvement soon. 

The Rector thanked S Read and said that she has done a thankless-feeling task. Her election to the 

PCC will hopefully be followed by her election as parish treasurer, as part of her drive to rationalise 

book-keeping and accounts for all three churches. Now all will use the same software, and S Read 

will liaise with book-keepers in the three churches (Ann Murdoch in St Helen’s). Further 

rationalisation may follow. Meanwhile, present adjustments will enable S Read to produce 

quarterly accounts for all three churches. The Rector thanked her for the initiative, developed in 

lockdown. 

Question: M Anderson asked about FOSH. FOSH is a separate charity which produces its own 

accounts. It contributes £10,000pa to St Helen’s for use on the fabric. Charles said the FOSH AGM 

did not happen last year, but he and E Irumba (FOSH treasurer) have completed the 2020 year-end 

report. 

9) Rector’s Report: Charles added his thanks to clergy (licensed and honorary) and lay leaders who 

have enabled initiatives to happen in the last year. 

10) Other reports: Charles remarked that the long collection of reports reflects that many people are 

involved in our congregational life. Inevitably, as we return from lockdown, there will be gaps in the 

“workforce”, as some decide to stand back from duties long undertaken. Hopefully others will step 

forward. 

11) Trust for the Development of St Helen’s. Trustees are the Vicar and wardens (all ex officio) and two 

others (currently S Read and S Thomas) to be elected annually by the DCC. These will be elected by 

the new DCC. As a charity, the Trust needs to hold an AGM; S Read said she was making this 

meeting the TDSH AGM and asked for approval of the accounts. (The fund is almost dormant, but 

will pay towards some architects’ fees this year. The money will be linked to that of FOSH.)  

All accepted the accounts.  

S Read said the independent examiner, Bruce Hunt, needs to be re-elected. Prop L Hobbs, sec GM, 

all agreed. 

She also needed the meeting to re-appoint the independent examiner for St Helen’s accounts, 

Andrew Churchill-Stone of Mercer Lewin. Prop S Read, sec L Hobbs, all agreed. 

12) The meeting closed at 12.50, with prayer led by Canon Charles Masheder.  
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